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This document aims to present readers with a collection of perspectives by members of
the various Afghan communities on their settlement experiences in Australia. No
settlement experience is the same for any two individuals. Despite the commonalities of
people’s backgrounds, the relationship between communities and their environment is
indeed a unique experience.

Accordingly, we have documented aspects of community development by the Afghan
communities in Victoria, specifically in the south-eastern region of Melbourne. There
have been Afghans living and working in Australia for almost 150 years, longer than any
other community still receiving recognition as a refugee producing nation. It was in 1860,
when the first cameleers arrived as transportation workers. Since that time, people have
arrived from Afghanistan mostly as refugees, principally after the 1979 Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, and then in the late 1990s during the time of the oppressive Taliban regime.

Refugees face many challenges. A new and unfamiliar home provides both sanctuary
and threat to people’s traditional ways of life. Adapting to new laws, customs and social
standards, and needing to learn about unfamiliar monetary, regulatory, medical,
educational, and employment systems places enormous pressure on individuals and
families. For these reasons, we have designed this document to assist readers develop a
greater understanding of specific Afghan refugee needs. In particular, we hope that
improved knowledge will shape the ways in which providers can deliver better and more
culturally appropriate services to the various Afghan communities.

We have sought to include a broad representation of views from the Afghan
communities. People respond to their new life in Australia in different ways. Some arrive
from the same country of origin, but not always with the same, linguistic, ethnic and
cultural background, and their life experiences are often just as diverse. We hope to
demonstrate, through the voices of Afghanistan-born and Afghan-descended people in
this region, some aspects of settlement. By giving readers a selection of opinions and
experiences, we hope to illustrate the scope and diversity of this community. To that end
we believe this document will prove a useful resource for service providers, educators,
students, government agencies and general readers.

Aims of this profile

To explore themes relevant to Afghan communities settling in theath-east of Melbourne

To provide information on issues affecting the settlement of Afghacommunities in the
south east region

To assist service providers in developing culturally appropriateservices to meet Afghan
communities' need

To assist in the development of more effective relationships beten Afghan community
members and service providers




Afghan Community Profile — south eastern Melbourne — SAMPLE ONLY

Edited by Mr Bill Collopy, Client Services manager
Co-editor, Ms Molica Ouk, researcher/ social work student

This profile would not have been possible without the assistance of the 41 Afghan
community leaders and members who have contributed their time and comments during
interviews for this publication. We thank them for their generosity and their patience.

The profile has been developed with the assistance of funding from the Department
of Immigration and Citizenship

Opinions expressed by community leaders, representatives and residents in this
document are personal perspectives only. These opinions do not necessarily reflect
Australian Government policy on migration or settlement, policies of the Afghanistan

Government or polices of the Migrant Resource Centre.

DIAC Department of Immigration and Citizenship

DIMA Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs

MRC Migrant Resource Centre

SERMRC South Eastern Region Migrant Resource Centre

DHS Department of Human Services

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

AMEP Adult Migrant Education Program

IHSS Integrated Humanitarian Settlement Strategy

AMES Adult Multicultural Education Services

VEST Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture and Trauma
(Foundation House)

TPV Temporary Protection Visa

AIHRC Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission



